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DESIGN FOR LIFE

Jeremy Myerson, Helen Hamlyn Professor of Design Royal College of Art.

Iain McKinnon, Co-founder, Director of Operations and Inclusive Design at the 
Global Disability Innovation Hub.

Tama Duffy Day, Principal Gensler Global Senior Living Practice Gensler.

John Mathers, former Design Council CEO and current Chair of the British 
Design Fund and campaign for Healthy Ageing by Design.

Peter Maxwell, Director of Design for the London Legacy Development 
Corporation.
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© DESIGN AGE ACCELERATOR

Design Age 
Accelerator
Accelerating innovation, scale-ups and 
building connectivity in Healthy Ageing 



© DESIGN AGE ACCELERATOR

What is it?
At its core the DAA is about accelerating the pace 
of innovation in the Healthy Ageing market, 
encouraging and supporting early stage 
entrepreneurs, encouraging scale-up and building 
connectivity

To do this successfully the DAA will need to create 
demand and encourage adoption

A key outcome will be the access and connectivity 
that will come from the work at the core and the 
community that is created within the Healthy 
Ageing ‘ecosystem’ 

Accelerate 
the pace of innovation and build the  
capability of solution providers and 

commissioners to go to market faster

SERVICE
Advisors, Practitioners, 

Sprints & Toolbox

Connectivity 
to specialists, partners and 
likeminded entrepreneurs 

DIGITAL INNOVATION 
COMMUNITY PLATFORM 

PARTNER

Demand 
Generation – dynamic 
promotion to engage , 
shift attitudes and drive 

adoption

SERVICE INVESTOR 
PARTNERS

Curated
Tailored service 

package

Access 
to funding, investors, 
markets, customers, 
distribution channels

CAMPAIGN 
PARTNERS
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“The healthy ageing market is ready 
for a disruptive, independent 
proposition that pulls different 
resources together.”
Ian Spero, Founder Agile Ageing Alliance and
publisher of Neighbourhoods of the Future
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The Challenge

How can this Multi-generational Neighbourhood Programme
attract young user-centred design thinkers and
entrepreneurs to both accelerate the innovation opportunity and be
involved in the development of new standards? 



PETER MAXWELL
DIRECTOR OF DESIGN
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CANARY 
WHARF

CITY OF
LONDON

HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT

STRATFORD

QUEEN ELIZABETH 
OLYMPIC PARK, 
LONDON



OLYMPIC GAMES (2012) POST-GAMES LEGACY
CHOBHAM 
MANOR

PARK RE-OPENED 
AFTER 12 MONTHS 
560 ACRES OF 
PARKLAND
6.5km CLEANED UP 
WATERWAYS
4300 NEW TREES
4 OLYMPIC VENUES 
RETAINED 

PLANNING 
GRANTED FOR:-
5 NEW MIXED USE 
NEIGHBOURHOODS
5500 NEW HOMES –
FAMILY HOUSING / 
AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 
JOBS 
3 SCHOOLS 
NEW PUBLIC REALM 



'How Buildings Learn', Stewart Brand

MASTERPLANNING 
BUILDING & SPACES 
FAST AND SLOW LAYERS  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Buildings-Learn-Happens-Theyre/dp/0753800500


WALKABLE NEIGHBOURHOODS, 
PLOTS & BLOCK SIZE

ACCESS TO NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

LOCATION OF 
AMENITY & 
COMMUNITY 
SPACE 

STREET, LANDSCAPE & PUBLIC REALM 
STRUCTURE

VARIETY OF HOUSING TYPES 

ORIENTATION 
AND LAYOUT

TRANSPORT 
CONNECTIONS

MASTERPLANNING & ITS DEFINITION THROUGH A NEW STANDARD?



STANDARDS – DESIGN, INCLUSION, SUSTAINABILITY 

BUILDINGS 
AND SPACES
DEFINITION?  

ENOUGH SPACE?

ADAPTABILITY

USE   



UNDERSTANDING HOW 
NEIGHBOURHOODS, 
BUILDINGS AND SPACES 
WORK

BOTH FOR THE 
COMMUNITY AND 
TECHNICALLY

HOW TO CAPTURE 
CONTINUAL LEARNING AS 
PART OF ANY STANDARD

Post occupancy evaluation Multi-generational living 




